
 November 20, 2016    Colossians 1:13-14  

 

He has rescued us from the dominion of darkness and brought us into the kingdom of the Son he loves, in 

whom we have redemption, the forgiveness of sins.  

 

Christ the King Sunday 

 

When elections come there are always those who are fearful of tyranny and those who are hopeful of freedom. 

Within the past years Christians have been especially fearful of their rights of the free practice of religion being 

taken from them.  The Sisters of the Poor were recently sued by the government in order to force them to 

provide abortion causing contraceptives.  They wanted the freedom NOT to have to do that.  Even though the 

Supreme Court unanimously defeated the lawsuit against them, it made some Christians scared as to what 

would come next.   

 

Now that Donald Trump has been elected, some Christians seem to be relieved.  Yet there are other fears that 

people have.  Some are worried about the environment.  Fracking brings fear to some that we will have many 

more earthquakes as we remove the oil from underneath us.  Others are worried about their family members 

being deported from our country.  Still others are worried that the President-elect will take too much power for 

himself.   

 

Public officials have a lot of power to do good or evil, and some of us get very involved in the process.  But 

then you have to ask yourself, “What is it that really makes me free?”   Paul didn’t have a sense of fear over 

who was ruling over him or whether he would be put to death, and neither did Jesus.  When Pilate was 

threatening to take his life Jesus didn’t show one ounce of worry.  While they thought they were in power and 

they were trying to extract fear from Jesus, He showed absolutely none.  He was free from such fears, even 

though He knew that government was going to sentence Him to death.  Jesus went to death but He also came to 

life just like He predicted He would.  He knew Who was in charge.  So do we.  Jesus Christ is King.   

 

True freedom is found in knowing you have a God who sent His Son to die for you.  Your sins are paid for.  

True freedom is knowing that your body will rise from the dead to be with Jesus and your loved ones in Christ.  

You were adopted by God in your baptism.  You were given His righteousness through faith.  Jesus is risen 

from the dead.  He is ruling in the skies.  I have no fear of death, for my sins are paid for.  Donald Trump and 

Hillary Clinton can’t take that from me.   

 

Today’s text draws a contrast between living in two different kingdoms.  Paul speaks of a freedom that goes 

deeper than whether I can carry a firearm or worship in public.  This is a freedom of the soul in a battle between 

two kingdoms.  One is a “dominion of darkness.”  The other is “the kingdom of His Son He loves.”  It is a 

battle between Satan and God over the souls of humanity.  This is not a democracy.  You can’t vote yourself out 

of darkness.  You need to be rescued.   

 

Most of the world doesn’t view life this way.  “Darkness” is equated with the Middle Age theology of sin.  

Conservative Christians are viewed as living in the dark ages for their views on Creation, the roles of men and 

women, marriage, sin, hell, and many other views.  “Progressive views” are spoken of as being more 

“educated” and “enlightened.”   

 



A good example of this was from an excerpt of the sermon written by Katherine Jefferts Schori, the bishop of 

the Episcopal Church.  When Paul had healed a demon possessed girl - a DEMON POSSESSED girl - in Acts 

16 - she said this -  

Paul is annoyed at the slave girl who keeps pursuing him, telling the world that he and his companions 

are slaves of God.  She is quite right.  She’s telling the same truth Paul and others claim for themselves.  

But Paul is annoyed, perhaps for being put in his place, and he responds by depriving her of her gift of 

spiritual awareness.  Paul can’t abide something he won’t see as beautiful or holy, so he tries to destroy 

it.  It gets him thrown in prison.  That’s pretty much where he’s put himself by his own refusal to 

recognize that she, too, shares in God’s nature, just as much as he does – maybe more so! 

(http://episcopaldigitalnetwork.com/ens/2013/05/13/presiding-bishop-preaches-in-curacao-diocese-of-

venezuela/) 

 

Instead of looking at this girl as being possessed by darkness, she condemns Paul for being an egotistical bigot - 

thinking that the demon possessed girl isn’t beautiful and holy.  That is typical for the way people look at this 

world.  It’s bad and there are dark things in this world.  But people in and of themselves are good - they just 

struggle and suffer because of a few bad people.  Who are we to judge?  The only things to be rescued from are 

social injustice or exclusive ideas.  The idea of being rescued from the “dominion of darkness” - the powers of 

evil demons (as is clear from Paul’s usage of this word in Ephesians 2:2) - that is thought of as dark age 

thinking.   

 

We may not like to admit it, but we too are being more influenced by the darkness than we realize.   We have 

parents that are far more concerned about their children’s sports teams than they are about their children’s faith.  

They get real worked up if their child doesn’t get time in a game but they sure don’t seem to mind if their child 

doesn’t spend time in worship.  We have adults that are more interested and excited about hunting, sports, and 

even work than they are about receiving the Lord’s Supper.  We have people that are far more wrapped up in 

Netflix stories and who know those stories much better than they know the Gospel story.    

 

The philosophy of life seems to be that spiritually I’m ok and you’re ok.  We’re all ok.   It’s all good.  The 

whole idea of “warfare” against Satan - it just seems too extreme.  Satan has duped the world into believing that 

there really isn’t any darkness or light.  There are only shades of grey.  Since nobody is perfect, and everyone 

sins, then nobody can really claim to live in the light or be the light.  Such assumptions are pompous and 

arrogant and exclusive.   And since God loves everyone, then we don’t need to worry about being rescued.  

Since we already have Jesus, any thought of Satan actually dragging someone from the faith into the darkness 

of hell - it is more or less thought of as scare tactics for sermons but nothing to really worry about in real life.  It 

may happen to some people, but it would never happen to me or my children or my grandchildren.  “God 

wouldn’t let that happen.  You don’t need to worry about us, pastor.”  

 

Satan is deceptive in his darkness.  C.S. Lewis compared him to a beautiful queen giving sweet candy and a 

warm coat to a hungry and cold boy in the woods.  Satan uses little creature comforts to make us temporarily 

happy on the journey through life, in hopes that we won’t stop to see where the train is actually headed.  He 

easily distracts us and makes us think we’re on the right path, without ever asking exactly where we are going.   

 

When I was in grade school I decided to go out for cross country.  One child took the wrong path, and I 

remember wondering to myself, “Is this the right way?”  But we were all in such a hurry to keep up that none of 

us was bold enough to stop and make sure we were headed the right way.  So many people are just following 



the path they think is right.  They are in such a hurry to “get ahead” that they never stop to think about where 

they are going.  They think that as long as they are paying their bills and their children aren’t maybe doing 

drugs or doing graffiti that they are all going to be ok.  As long as we don’t get into war with Iran or China and 

as long as the government doesn’t take away my gun, then I’ll be ok.  As long as my name is on the roster of a 

church, I’ll be fine.  But when all's said and done, if they never see the light of Christ or stop looking at His 

light, they will come face to face with a God they never paid attention to.  They will then realize that this God 

had plenty to say to them and they had been ignoring Him the whole time.  Then they will be cast into an ever 

present darkness, with no subtleties at all.   

 

God was not content to let us live in this darkness.  He has rescued us from the dominion of darkness and 

brought us into the kingdom of the Son he loves, in whom we have redemption, the forgiveness of sins.  It 

is an interesting text because it puts the Father at the forefront.  He becomes the rescuer.  He did this when He 

sent His Son to bring about a different kingdom - one that reigns in the midst of darkness and provides light.  

This is the King the Father wanted and you needed.  He didn’t do an opinion poll and ask you what kind of a 

king you wanted.  It didn’t matter what the Jews wanted - a king to overthrow the Roman government.  This 

kingdom is different because it goes deeper than the here and the now.  Someday all of this will burn.  This 

kingdom is all about rescuing from Satan’s lies and from your own sins.  It is all about forgiveness won for us at 

the cross.   

 

It seems so “impractical” and “imaginary.”   We are told about how filthy we are and our world is and how all 

of this world will someday burn.  We are threatened with the fires of hell and made to realize how worthless and 

sinful our great achievements are.  We are told that we are completely dead in sin, unable to save ourselves.  

But then God tells us about His Son who took on our flesh two thousand years ago and conquered all of this, 

how He stood up against Satan and resisted his temptations, and how He went head first to Golgotha to die a 

painful death on the cross.  And all for what?  So that this angry and holy God could punish Him for our sins.  

This blood shed for us - it was our redemption.  It is what freed us from God’s wrath.  When we were baptized 

and brought to faith in Jesus we were transferred - (“rescued” is a past tense verb - it’s a done deal) -  from this 

empty kingdom of darkness and given membership into the kingdom of Jesus.  We can’t wait to bring our 

children and grandchildren under this cross at their baptism.  We take bread and wine and believe that it is also 

the cross as Jesus gives us His body and blood.  Why?  For the forgiveness of sins.  We come every Sunday to 

hear about this forgiveness.  This is OUR kingdom.   

 

We don’t care so much about how rich or poor we are or how popular or successful we are.  It doesn’t really 

matter whether we live to be three years old or fifty.  Nor does it matter if we get married or see our 

grandchildren.  It isn’t the end of the world if our sports teams do well or not or whether our children make ten 

points or sit the bench.  We’re just happy to be forgiven and loved by God in Christ.  We are happy to have 

heaven as ours.  We are so happy to have our children baptized and confirmed.  We rejoice when we receive the 

Supper and his forgiveness.  This is our kingdom.  It is a kingdom where Jesus rules in our hearts.   

 

The kingdom of Christ rules!  It must have been a strange thing for the king to see Shadrach, Meshach, and 

Abednego so calm at the prospect of being burned alive.  It irritated Pilate to see Jesus so quiet in the midst of 

the accusations that were being hurled against Him.  How about you?  Maybe you could compare it to talking to 

someone when they are looking at their phone.  You try to engage with them.  You try to speak with them.  But 

they so focused on that other world it is hard to grab their attention.  This is how God wants us to be viewing 

Christ, with our eyes always engaged on Him, and our ears always listening to Him.  We are aware of the world 



and even engaged with it, but we don’t let the darkness overcome us.  Our eyes are more focused on Jesus.  He 

rules our minds and hearts, because the Holy Spirit has set us free to believe in Jesus.   

 

If I remember correctly, one of the chief reasons for the American Revolution was the cry against having 

taxation WITHOUT representation.  They wanted to have a say in government, and as long as the government 

kept raising their taxes without giving them a say, they had had enough.  Within their new system they 

primarily wanted freedom of press, freedom of religion, and other basic human rights, first and foremost the 

“pursuit of happiness.”  These were not things to be voted on.  They were fundamental parts of the constitution, 

the basis for our lives here.   

 

But even that we now have these fundamental “rights,” are people happy?   When people were allowed to have 

same sex marriage, did that make them happy?  Not really.  They just wanted more.  Even though we have the 

right and the power to vote for our leaders, does that make people happy?  Now people aren’t happy because 

half the country didn’t want Donald Trump as president.  They are rioting in the streets and protesting and being 

let out of school.  There are those who are threatening to leave the country and go to perhaps Canada or Mexico.  

But Canada and Mexico won’t make them happy either.  Why?  Because this whole world is under a dominion 

of darkness.  Why?  Because Jesus is not their King.   

 

The good news on this Christ the King Sunday is that the Father has given you a perfect King.  You have been 

rescued from the darkness of despair and hell by the death and resurrection of Jesus!  You’ve been transferred 

to a different kingdom, and you are simply waiting to fully arrive at the destination.  In Luke 21 Jesus said this,  

 

Men will faint from terror, apprehensive of what is coming on the world, for the heavenly bodies 

will be shaken. 27 At that time they will see the Son of Man coming in a cloud with power and 

great glory. 28 When these things begin to take place, stand up and lift up your heads, (in other 

words, don’t be afraid and don’t run and don’t despair!  Why not?) because your redemption is 

drawing near.”  

 

So stop walking around and acting as if you were living in the darkness.  Lift up your heads.  Don’t get 

overwhelmed with the darkness.  Look up in hope for Jesus to come.  This is what you were bought for, this is 

what God redeemed you for, to live under His Son’s kingdom.  Jesus is King, whether it looks that way or not.  

Don’t treat Him as if He were weak and meaningless.  Don’t secede to another country because He hasn’t given 

you what you wanted.  Get on your knees.  Cling to His cross.  Thank Him for His forgiveness, and proclaim 

Him as Lord.  Submit to His rule.  Pray for His kingdom to keep ruling in your heart and to come to more 

people, and wait for the final consummation.  Amen.   


